National Make-A-Will Month: A Lasting Legacy for Washington County
August is National Make-A-Will Month, a timely reminder that creating or updating a will is one of the most important steps you can take to protect the people and causes you care about.
While many people assume estate planning is only for retirees or those with significant wealth, the truth is that every adult can benefit from having a current will. A will provides clear instructions for how your assets should be distributed, allows you to name guardians for minor children, and can help ease the burden on loved ones during an already difficult time.
Life changes quickly. Marriage, divorce, the birth of children or grandchildren, purchasing a home, or the loss of a loved one are all reasons to review your estate plan. Revisiting your will every few years to ensure it continues to reflect your wishes and current circumstances is important.
For many individuals and families, a will is also an opportunity to leave a lasting legacy in the community they call home. Charitable gifts made through an estate plan can continue supporting local organizations and programs for generations without affecting your current financial needs.
The Washington County Community Foundation encourages residents to consider including the Foundation in their estate plans. A charitable gift, whether a specific dollar amount, a percentage of an estate, or the remainder after providing for loved ones can help build permanent funds that benefit Washington County well into the future.
Gifts through a will can support the Foundation's unrestricted community grantmaking, allowing resources to address the county's greatest needs as they arise. Donors may also choose to establish or contribute to a named fund that reflects their family's interests or values, supporting areas such as education, parks, the arts, health, community development, or other charitable causes that are meaningful to them.
One of the greatest advantages of making a planned gift is its flexibility. You remain in control of your assets throughout your lifetime, and your estate plan can be updated whenever your circumstances or priorities change. Even a modest gift can create a lasting impact when combined with the Foundation's mission of building permanent charitable resources for Washington County.
Milt Heinrich, a current WCCF Board Member and previous Foundation President, who taught at Dana College for years and has been an active member of the community shared is thoughts. “Jane and I are strong supporters of the Washington County Community Foundation. Some years ago, in reevaluating our estate plan, we chose to add a legacy gift to the Foundation. As a member of the WCCF Board I often have conversations with people about what the Foundation does and how they can support our mission to improve Washington County and beyond. I jokingly say that if your children can’t live on 90% of your estate, they probably can’t live on 100%. It is estimated that in the next ten years, over a billion dollars of wealth will be transferred to the next generation in Washington County alone. If the Foundation’s endowment managed less than five percent of that we could become a model for rural communities in Nebraska. “
National Make-A-Will Month is the perfect opportunity to review your plans or begin the estate planning process. Consider meeting with your attorney or financial advisor to ensure your will reflects your current wishes and provides for both your loved ones and the causes that matter most to you.
By remembering the Washington County Community Foundation in your estate plans, you can create a legacy that strengthens our communities, supports future generations, and helps ensure Washington County continues to thrive for years to come.
For more information about charitable giving through your estate or establishing a legacy fund, contact the Washington County Community Foundation. Together, we can build a stronger future for our community.

