The Washington County Community Foundation (WCCF) held its annual Celebration of Giving on April 14 at the Rybin Building in Arlington at the Fairgrounds. The venue was filled with guests, many of whom were recipients of 2026 grant funding, creating an evening centered on gratitude, impact, and community pride.
This year, WCCF received 47 grant applications and awarded $225,100 through 31 grants to 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations, churches, and government entities. The impressive response and level of support reflect the strength and commitment of organizations working to serve Washington County.
Guests heard powerful remarks from speakers whose lives and organizations have been directly impacted by the Foundation’s generosity over the past year, including:
· Beth Clarke, Program Director of Teammates Mentoring Program in Blair
· Libby Hegemann, Arlington High School graduate and Foundation scholarship recipient
· John Donovan, Vice President of Conservation and Management Pioneers (CAMP)
· Kristi Rounds of the Mandy Jo Rounds Memorial Foundation
Their stories highlighted the meaningful and lasting difference donor support makes throughout the community.
The evening also recognized participants in the Washington County Gives campaign that sponsored the event, which raised more than $320,000 to benefit local nonprofits.
It was a wonderful evening celebrating those who serve our community in so many roles and acknowledging the extraordinary generosity that continues to make Washington County stronger.

